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An opportunity to save lives across the world
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All paints & coatings can be removed with paint-strippers and graffiti-removers
which don’t contain dichloromethane (DCM)!

Such formulations offer lower evaporation than dichloromethane, allow the treatment of larger surfaces and
remove several coating layers at the same time. Lower evaporation helps to stay within the exposure limits,
whilst less stringent personal protection requirements provide a significant cost-saving,

e.g. nitrile rubber gloves can be used for up to approximately 8 hours and cost only EUR 4,- per pair.
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Why is paint stripping with dichloromethane of concern?

These paint-strippers typically contain up to 80 % dichloromethane, one of the fastest evaporating solvent,
that is neurotoxic and suspected to be carcinogene.

Fast evaporation leads to extremely high exposure!

Exposure to dichloromethane (mg/m?®) when paint stripping

N | Median| 95-% Range QEL
France 122 18 956 0-2723 | 180
UK 81 670 39 -7060 350
Germany, indoor | 62 | 1372 2457 | 294 - 3035 | 350
Germany, S 525 1337 | 158 -2275 | 350
outdoor
EU-Projekt 24 | 2213 5608 | 608 -6719

Only fluoro rubber provides sufficient protection!

Glove material for dichloromethane | Break through
Natural rubber 2 min
Polyvinylchloride 4 min
Nitrile rubber 5 min
Polychloroprene 6 min
Butyl rubber 8 min
Fluoro rubber 150 min

Dichloromethane paint stripping requires personal protection with self-contained respirators and
very expensive gloves (one pair at EUR 50,- every 150 minutes!)
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Limited understanding of the health risks and the correct personal protection - combined with the
desire to safe cost - creates a dangerous conflict, that has led, and continues to lead, to regulare
accidents, wich often have a fatal outcome.





